Michigan Central 2025 Year In Review

In just over two years, something remarkable has emerged from Detroit’s entrepreneurial
and industrial ambition: Michigan Central, a thriving innovation ecosystem where
breakthrough collaborations happen every day. A hub spanning 30 acres, it's where
innovators are building what's next - demonstrating how cities can drive technology
development, economic growth, and community prosperity.

As America grapples with reindustrialization and the need for solutions that meaningfully
serve communities, Michigan Central has become Detroit’s center of gravity for emerging
industries. The district brings together advanced R&D labs, product development
infrastructure, historic redevelopment, community-driven programming, and cross-sector
partnerships in an integrated model that stands apart as unlike anything else in the country.

With over 2,000 innovators working side-by-side across startups supported by venture
platform Newlab, Fortune 500 companies, universities, government organizations, artists,
investors, and nonprofits, Michigan Central is proving that, together, we can drive inclusive
impact at scale.

THE NETWORK

Founders, industry leaders and
changemakers making connections,
building partnerships, sharing insights, and

accelerating breakthrough work that matters.

STATE-OF-THE-ART FACILITIES
Workspace, product development labs, miles
of testing spaces, beautiful event venues, a
podcast and content studio, and enterprise-
grade tech and equipment.

INNOVATION AND TALENT SERVICES
Access to funding sources, regulatory
assistance, technical expertise, curated
strategic connections, and skills and
workforce development.

DYNAMIC EXPERIENCES

Thought leadership summits, tech pilots,
workshops, cultural events, and community
engagement, all surrounded by parks,
restaurants, shops, and hotels in one of
Detroit’s best neighborhoods.
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FOUNDING PARTNERS

2025 IMPACT BY THE NUMBERS

2,000+

innovators across
the network

240

companies from
startups to Fortune 500s

40%+

from outside Michigan, bringing talent
and capital to Detroit

$1B+

access to funding across 30+
venture capital firms

18,000

square feet of R&D and
fabrication shops

25+

infrastructure assets:
workspaces, workshops, testbeds

1,000+

drone flights in the Advanced Aerial
Innovation Region that spans 28 miles

3,000+

skills development participants
since 2023

2,400

preK-12 youth engaged since June
2024 via 20+ local youth organization
partnerships

University
partnerships

with U-M Center for Innovation, Wayne
State, Grand Valley State University

$2M

investment from Google.org to
supercharge youth STEM programs

130+

university student participants from 25+
schools across 8 universities

200,000+

200,000+ people engaged in programs,
events, and visits to Michigan Central,
with 475+ events in 2025
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Innovation That Moves People Forward

Problem solvers come together at Michigan Central to create unexpected solutions to complex challenges across mobility and beyond.
When businesses arrive with manufacturing bottlenecks, regulatory hurdles, or talent gaps, they discover infrastructure, partners, and
resources that can help. Innovators leverage the ecosystem’s testbeds to pilot and iterate faster and more easily — such as the Advanced
Aerial Innovation Region urban Beyond Visual Line of Sight (BVLOS) testing zone spanning 28 miles, the 4-square-mile Transportation
Innovation Zone that eases the permitting process, and the Port of Monroe-Newlab partnership for marine and multimodal testing. Venture
platform partner Newlab curates high-potential startups and helps them scale. Industry leaders like Ford Motor Company, who founded the
hub, Henry Ford Health, Cummins, and others base innovation work here for testing, R&D, operations, and partnership opportunities. Each
collaboration creates momentum that draws new participants, opening pathways across technology, policy, business, and creativity that
have both market impact and community benefit.

Advanced Air Mobility

Advanced Air Mobility represents the

next frontier in transportation and In September 2025, Michigan Central an 18-year-old Michigan Central workforce
other applications, but requires testing showcased the ecosystem’s integrated program graduate.

environments, regulatory partnerships, model when hundreds of Detroit students

and workforce development to scale participated in Michigan Central and The demonstration brought together new
commercially. The Advanced Aerial CODE313’s 3rd annual Youth Drone Demo  technology, testing infrastructure, workforce
Innovation Region, onsite labs, operations Day, while startup Aerialoop and many development, state partners, and retail,
center, and digital safety and tracking other partners piloted Detroit’s longest illustrating the many factors needed to
systems developed with Airspace Link BVLOS drone delivery flight, piloted by accelerate real-world applications.

enable the 15+ aerial mobility companies
here like Lammar.Al, Aerialoop, Birdstop,
and Skyports to build, test, iterate, and scale
new solutions.

900+ students:

Participated in Youth Drone Demo
Day from 8 Detroit-area schools

175 graduates:
Trained for drone careers through
Michigan Central programs

Advanced Manufacturing

Reindustrializing America requires
combining traditional manufacturing
expertise with new production technologies
to compete globally. 20+ manufacturing-
focused Newlab Detroit member companies
are developing Al-powered quality

control systems, collaborative robotics,
manufacturing platforms, and autonomous
mobility solutions. These include Lincode
Labs, Peer Robotics, Bloom, Beacon, Inbolt,
and Wheel.me, as well as companies in
adjacent sectors that are concurrently
creating manufacturing efficiencies, such as
Sharrow Engineering.

When Lincode expanded from Silicon with Newlab Detroit to develop parts, and . .
Valley to Detroit, they exemplified a critical worked with hundreds of factories and 260M+ lnspectlons:
shift: Al-powered manufacturing requires Detroit-area OEMs along the way. Detroit innovation reaching
proximity to production environments global markets
and expertise. Lincode developed an Lincode’s platform now conducts over
intelligent visual inspection system 260 million inspections across 14+
that detects defects and eliminates the countries, demonstrating how Detroit- 40 .
. - , . ) ms:

need for secondary inspections during based innovation can scale globally . ;

. . . . Al analysis that’s faster than
manufacturing. It has leveraged the labs while transforming manufacturing "

e . traditional systems

at Michigan Central and collaborated quality control.
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Clean Technology

35+ clean tech Newlab Detroit member
companies are developing home
electrification, energy systems, urban EV
charging, and battery safety technologies,
and connect with utility companies,
government partners, industry thought
leaders, and community organizations to
deliverimmediate benefits for people and
the planet. These innovators include Pearl
Edison, Voltpost, ItsElectric, AmHyTech,
ESSPI, Cummins, and many others.

$3M raised:

Pearl Edison’s 2025 business
growth through the ecosystem

10+ Partnerships
Including DTE, City of Ann Arbor,
and Duquesne Light

Founded in Detroit, Pearl Edison builds
software to accelerate the adoption of
home electrification. Through the Michigan
Central and Newlab Detroit ecosystems,
the company has accelerated community-

Ecosystem Expansion Through Partnership

centered innovation, and launched
partnerships with DTE, City of Ann Arbor,
Duquesne Light and 10 other partners.
They've raised $3 million in seed funding
and generated $2 million in revenue in 2025.

Specialized accelerators and creative programs in Michigan Central’s ecosystem have expanded their reach
and impact, creating new pathways for underrepresented founders and creative technologists to develop

breakthrough solutions.

The Black Tech Saturdays innovation
community established headquarters

and membership at Michigan Central in
December 2024, growing their participant
base to over 15,000 since 2023. Through
ecosystem connections, participants have
secured $10 million+ in funding while creating
hundreds of jobs. The program has expanded
nationally to Baltimore, Houston, Atlanta,

and Lansing.

The Femology community and economic
development platform launched its
headquarters at Michigan Central in January
2025 and has grown their programming
through ecosystem partnerships, including
developing a Student to Startup Initiative
with Wayne State University. This initiative
provides Femology Female Founder
School members access to fully funded
student interns and cross-disciplinary
consulting teams.

The Michigan Central Art + Technology
Residency launched in June 2025 with
funding from the Knight Foundation.
Three fellows received $30,000 stipends
for 6-month research projects while 20
emerging creatives joined collaborative
programs focused on how artistic

vision influences how technologies
serve communities.
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3,000+ People. New Skills.
Pathways to Tomorrow’s Workforce.

The technologies being developed across Michigan Central need skilled workers to drive advanced innovation, business management, and on-
going operations. Michigan Central’'s workforce development programs are designed to ensure that Detroit residents can access and power the
future of these emerging industries. When students learn drone operation skills, they're preparing for careers with companies like Aerialoop. When
Wayne State graduates intern with startups, they’re providing the talent needed to scale.

Wayne State Warrior
Impact: Education Meets
Innovation in Action

Michigan Central’'s partnership with Wayne
State University, along with TechTown,
helped connect Wayne State students with
companies for internships and strategic
assignments. 31students participated in
2025, contributing over 3,000 combined
hours of real-world experience at zero cost
to 20 employer partners, the majority from
the Michigan Central network. The pilot’'s
success led to Warrior Impact becoming an
official DEED program launching in Winter
2026 to continue connecting students to
startup pathways.

31students,
3,000+ hours:

Real-world innovation
experience delivered

10+ companies:

across Michigan Central
were employers

Building Direct Pathways
to Innovation Careers
SATURDAYS IN THE D: COMMUNITY

MEMBERS POWERING AERIAL
INNOVATION

Two summer 2025 cohorts of 45+ students
achieved 100% completion of this drone

operation skills course delivered by Michigan

Central, University of Michigan - Center for
Innovation, the City of Detroit, and Drone
Capital. 14+ students are now ready to take
the FAA pilot certification exam, unlocking
more aerial mobility career opportunities.

TRAINING NEXT GENERATION OF INNOVATORS

In Summer 2025, Michigan Central partnered with 12 local youth organizations to tailor experiential learning programs on the dedicated youth
floor in The Station, providing nearly 450 students with critical education to prepare for high school, college, or future careers. Programs spanned
from drone training to founder meetups, STEM learning, and curated development sessions, such as when the Engineering Society of Detroit and
five Femology founders co-hosted a workshop for 35 girls that taught the foundations of entrepreneurship.

Programming Partners:

CODE313

Engineering Society of Detroit

Girls Who Code

Girl Scouts of Southeastern Michigan

Grand Valley State University’s TRIO Program

JOURNiI

Lab Drawer

Oakland University-Pontiac International Technology Academy
Racquet Up Detroit

The Detroit Writing Room

UMOJA Debate League

YouthTank
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Scaling Impact with Michigan Central

A Proven Model to Accelerate Innovation

The ecosystem has contributed significant economic growth and job creation in
just over two years. Here’s what makes the difference:

Convening power of a unique mix
of innovators, companies, and

organizations

Testing infrastructure available

only here

Startup growth deploying new
solutions, scaling, and creating jobs

Hard tech focus building Detroit’s
mobility leadership, next manufacturing
era, and industrial footprint

Workforce programs for Detroiters
building an equitable talent pipeline

Public access as a community and
visitor destination

2026 Will Drive Greater Collaboration, Productivity, and Impact

Infrastructure Expansion:

Michigan Central continues to create new facilities for innovation,
business, and community renewal. 2026 will bring:

New coworking and collaboration space in The Station, with a
mezzanine level expansion that will create additional opportunities
for Michigan Central members.

Hotel construction advancement towards a 2027 opening
that creates onsite accommodations for business travel, event
participants, and visitors to the city.

Multimodal Transit Hub research and engineering assessment, in
partnership with the state investing $40 million into a potential hub for
modern rail, bus, and connection throughout Michigan and the Midwest.

Workforce Development Growth:

Grand Valley State University will launch its on-site programming,
Michigan Central Boys & Girls Club of Southeast Michigan will
officially open on the Youth STEM Floor in The Station, along with
additional new local youth organizations, all to create greater access,
deeper learning, and bigger impact for Detroiters.

Join Detroit’s Innovation Future

Manufacturing and

Reindustrialization Renaissance:

With a continued national focus on strengthening domestic
production and supply chain, Michigan Central, Newlab Detroit, and

startups across the ecosystem aim to increase collaboration between
large industry players and new technology and Al deployment.

Mobility Leadership:

Amidst continued climate pressures and inefficiencies in how
people, communities, goods, and services move, alongside aerial
mobility policy expansion and increased drone adoption, companies
in the ecosystem will continue to expand aerial and broader
transportation technology development.

From advanced manufacturing to aerial mobility, clean technology to workforce development, and community programs to art
installations - Michigan Central is where breakthrough innovation happens. Whether you're a startup ready to scale, a corporation
seeking innovation partnerships, or an organization looking to provide services to people and businesses, there’s a place for you

here to turn your ideas into impact.

Contact us at partnerships@michigancentral.com to learn more about joining our network.
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